Dave Perry's 100 Best Racing Rules Quizzes

Two starboard-tack boats, L and W, are approaching the race committee boat
marking the right-hand end of the starting line to start. When there are 15
seconds before the starting signal, W overlaps L to windward from clear astern.
L luffs and W is able to keep clear. The starting signal is made. With L head to
wind, W does not have room to pass between L and the race committee boat.
W tells L to bear away immediately to her close-hauled course, but L continues
sailing head to wind thereby forcing W onto the wrong side of the race com-
mittee boat. L then bears away and starts. W circles around to start and protests
L for denying her room at the starting mark by sailing above close-hauled after
the starting signal. You are on the protest committee; how would you decide

this?
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ANSWER TO QUIZ 17

Boat W’s protest is disallowed. L, as the leeward boat, is the right-of-way boat
throughout the incident under rule 11, On the Same Tack, Overlapped. When
she luffs (changes course), rule 16.1, Changing Course, requires her to give W
room to keep clear, which she clearly does based on W’s performance. Before
the starting signal, L has no limit on where she can sail; i.e., she is permitted to
sail up to head to wind, even when overlapped by just a couple of feet on W.
The only rule that could potentially require L to sail no higher than her proper
course after the starting signal is rule 17, On The Same Tack; Proper Course.
However, rule 17 only applies when L becomes overlapped to leeward of W
from clear astern. As this is not the case, rule 17 does not apply and L breaks

no rule by continuing to sail head to wind after the starting signal.



